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Al Smith Denounces Intolerance
‘ CHARGES 6. 0. P.

LETS RELIGIOUS
ISSUE CREEP IN

Assails Owen and
Mrs. Willebrandt.

'BY JAMES O’DONNELIL BENNETT.
{Picture on back page.)
[Chicago Tribune I'ress Service.l

| ©Oklahoma City, Okla.. Sept. 20, —
: [ﬁpecia].]—Al Smith tonight is tearing
"into bigotry and tke klan within hear-
fng of 25,000 excited men and women
of the most klan-ridden section of the
United States. He is not mincing one
word. He Is not evading one phase
¢f this dvnamite laden question.

™1 refer,” he is saylng, now, "1
specifically refer to the question of my
religion.”

At those words the people become
rigid with attent..n.

Hot Words Into Abyss of Silence.

* Ordinarily,” ccatinues ‘the Demo-
cratic nominee, dropping each word
hotly into the abyss of silence he has
created, "ordinasilly that word ‘re-
ligion® should never be used in a po-
litical campaign, _ .

“ The necessity. for using it is forced
on'me by Senator Owen, and his kind,
and I feel that, at least once in this
campaign, I, as the candidats of the
Democratic party, owe {t to ths people
of this country to Jscuss frankly and
apenly with them this attempt ot
Senator Owen and the forces behind
n.m to inject bigntry, hatred. intoler-
ince and un-American sectarlan di-
vision into a camgpaign which should
be an intelligent icbate on the impor-
tant issues, whiclh confront the Amer.
¢an people.”. ) '

Korces Religious Issue.

Then the avalanche!

Clenching his “ists and stretching
his arms stralght before him he shouts
the word ' Sad.” Sad,” it is he is say.
ing, " that in 1928, in view of countles:
billions of dollars that we have poured
into the cause of public education, tc
seo some American citizens proclaim:
ing themselves hundred per cent Amer-
fcan and then in the very document
in which they make that proclamation
suggesting that 1 be defeated for the
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presidency because of my religious be-
lef." .

From the moment of his utterance
of those words ''my religlous beliet,”
he forces the issue with crashing
blows now on one and now on the
other of the rough deal tables between
which he is standing.

Denounces Ku Klux, ;

“The Ku Klux Klan,” he is say-
ing, * who have the affrontery to refer
tc themselves as 100 per cent Ameri-
cans, are totally ignorant of the his.
tory and traditions of this country
and its institutiona.

*In the name ot Americanism, they
breathe into the hearts and souls of
their members hatred of millions of
their fellow courntrymen because of
their religious belief.” - -

His volice sinks to solemnity. He
is thinking of something that hap-
pened to him a little after midnight
this morning when his train bhad
passed Wichita, Kas. He is thinking
of the blazing cross which had been
placed across the track along which
his train was to pass.

He is thinking of that and now he
is saying: *“The world knows no
greater mockery than the use of the
blazing cross, the cross upon which
Christ died, as a symbol to instill into
the hearts of men a hatred of their
brethren, while Christ preached and
died for the love and brotherhood of
man.”

Tears Stain Women's Cheeks,

The tears are rblliné down the faces
of women. The men—these leathery,
swarthy men of the plains—have their
jaws hard set. This man, were he a
bad man, could inflame a mob to
pilluge and rapine. These hardy peo.
ple here tonight are like wax.in his
hands.

And, too, he makes this tremendous
point: He bears it in upon the pcople
that his last wish is the wish to secem
to be trying to make votes for him-
self among Roman Catholics. Thiy
he says. so Bravely that the people
receive it as the solemn admonition
of a responsible statesman and citizen
speaking to them both as leader of
men and as fellow citizen.

1 here emphatically declare,” he
is saying, “that 1 do not wish any
member of my faith in any part of
the United States to vote for mg on
religious grounds. 1 want them to
votle for me only wherr in their hearts
and consciences they become con-

(Continued on page 8, column 1)
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[Pacific and Atlantic Photo.}

GREAT CROWDS GREET SMITH IN OKLAHOMA AND ON WAY THROUGH
KANSAS. Gov. Bmith shaking hands with farmers who gathered at Fairbury, Neb., on his
way trom Umaha to Uklahoma City, where Ne spoke to packed audience,

(Story on page 1.)
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AL SMITH

.

 DEFENDS RECORD,
 CHALLENGES FOE
INOKLAHOMACITY

Blémes G 0. P. for Not
Silencing Willebrandt.

e

(Continoed from Brat page) *

vinced that my election will promote
the “best interests of our country.”

Smlth means, 38 I was saylog,
t hilv.‘xcr and verse, location and date,
namé and sex,

In'one appalling passage he means
Mrs.. Mabel Willebrandt, assistant at-
torney general ot the United States.
ife quotes chapter and verse on her.

| Assalls Mrs, Willebrandt,

Wit no morbid or restraining punc-
tiilllobsness in the matter of chivalry
to women, he roars that she * made
an e'::hlblllon of herself" beforo the
Onfo, conference of the Methodlist
Iopiscopal church, :

‘ +She made an exhibition of her-
«1f," he continues, *' when, before that
conference, she spoke these words:‘
'Theie are 2,000 pastors here. Tou
bava in your church more than
£00,000 [members of the Methodist
ehureh {n Ohio alone. That is enough
10 swing the election. The 600,000
have! friends in other states, Write

_to them.’
“This is an extract from a speech

madd by her in favor of a resolution
uffered to the effect that the confer-
cncoige on record as being unalter-
ably opposed to the election of Gov.
Emith and to indorsc the candidacy of
t{erbert Foover, the Republican can-!
didate.” '
YWhen Smith comes on the stage at
9:30.p. m. [Chleago daylight saving
time], more than 100,000 persons are
masned around this hall on the remote
vutskirts of tha city, Many of them
row are eleurly following him through
amplifiers.
Delectives Guard Him.

The nominee is wearing a black sack
sult, the walstcoat of which he has
discarded owing to the hot weather.
He Is introduced by the Presbyterian,
Lee Cruce,. second governor of thig
upw commonwenlth.

The meeting Is very demonstrative,
very. turbulent, In tho release of {ts
enthusiasm, but it is not disorderly,
‘'he Rev. Johnr Roach Straton, Bup-
tist preacher of New York City, swho

culled Smith  “the deadliest force
i ugainsl mora} progress in America to-
! duy," Is in the audience, but keeps
stlent, .

All day the.feeling in -Oklahoma
ity has been tense. So strong fs the
llan that disturbances were feared.
Wirhput Smith's knowledge, detec-
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active public career, I was then
elected to the assembly,  representing
the neighborhood fn New York City
where I was born, where my wife was
born, where my (ive childrern were
born and where my father and mother
were born.
continuously for twelve years, until
1315, when I was elected sheriff of
New York county.

" Two years later I was elected to
the position of president of the board
of aldermen, which is really that of
vice mayor of the City of New York.

“In 1918 I was selected by the dele-
gates to the state convention as the |
cundidate of the Democratic party for :
governor, and was elected. '

* Running for reélection in 1920, I
was defeated in the IHarding landslide.
However, while Mr. Harding carried
the state of New York by more than
1,100,000 plurality, I wus defeated only
by some 70,000 votes.

Returns to Private Life.

* After this defeat 1 returned 1o
private life, Keeping up my interest in
public affalrs, and accepted appoint-
ment to an important state body at
the hands of the man who had de-
feated me.

“In 1922 the Democratic convention
by unanimous vote renominated me
for the third time for governor. I
was elected by the record plurality of
387,000, And this In a state which,
had been normally Republican.

“In 1924, at the earnest solicitation‘
of the Democratic presidential candi-,
date, 1 accepted renomination. The
state of New York way carrled by
President Coolidge by close to 700,000,
plurality, but I was elected governor.

“On the morning after election I
found myselt the only Democrat elect.
ed on the state ticket, with both
houses of the legislature overwhelm-,
ingly Republican.

Unanimously Renominated.

* Renominated by the unanimous
vote of the convention of 1926, I made
my fifth state-wide run {for th¢ gov-
crnorghip and was again eclected the
Democratic governor of a normally
Republican state.

* Consequently, I am in a position
to come before yoy tonight ag the
governor of New York finishing out
his fourth term, the longest tenure of
any governor in the history of the
state.

“The record of accomplishment
under my four administrations recom-
mended me to the Democratic party
in the nation, and I was nominated
for the presidency at the Houston con-
vention on the first ballot.

“To put the picture bvefore you
completely, it is necessary for me to
refer briefly to this record of accom-
plishment:

‘“1n the face of bitter Republican
opposition, 1 succeeded in bringing
about a reorganization of the govern-
ment of the state of New York, con-
solidating elghty or more scattered
bourds, bureaus and commissions into
nineteen major departments, and
bringing about efficlency, economy,
and o thoroughgolng codrdination of
all the state's activitles.

‘“Under it was set up for the first
time the cabinet of the governor,

" A drastic reform was secured in
the manner and method of appropri.
ating the public money commonly re-
ferred 10 as the executive budget.

Humanitarfan Legislation. .

* During my leglslatlve career, as
well as during my governogship, I
sponsored and secured the enactment
of the most forward looking, progres-
sive, humanlitarian legislation In the

. S ————— ‘-;‘

UNCES KLAN, RELIGIOUS BIGOTS AND CAMPAIGN

I represented that district |

a strictly merit basis. In consequence,
there was effected a reduction in
taxes to the farmer and the small
home owner from 1823 to 1928 of from
two mills to onehalf mill of the
Istate’s levy upon real property, to-
gether with a substantial reduction
in the income tax.

' Public Improvements in the state,
long neglected under Republican rule,
are being carrled out at a rate un.
precedented in all its history.

" Bear in mind that all this was
accomplished without the coéperation
of the legislature because during my
entire carecer as governor both
branches of the legislature have been
Republican except for a perlod of two
vears, when one branch-—the senate—
was Democratic. It was brought
about because I took the issue to the
people directly. and brought the force
of public opinion, regardless of party
afliliation, to the support of these con-
structive measures.

During my governorship I have
made appointment of scores of mon
to public office requiring the confirma-
tion of the senate, and whilo the sen-
ate was in control of my party in
only two out of the eight years I
have been governor, not a single ap-
pointment of mine was ever rejectec.

“The reason for this was that [
made my appointments in the state
of New York without regard to poli-
tics, religion, or any other consider
ation except the abjlity, the integrity.
and the fitness of the appointee anc
his capacity properly to serve the
state.

No Scandal in His Régime,

Contrast this with the rejection of
major appointments made by the
President of the United States by a
seniate of his own party., I read in
the press only recently that a- Repub-
lican congress passed four bills over
the veto of the Republican President
in one single day. During my entire
eight years the legislature, hostile to
me, never passed a single bill over
my veto, Has there been one flaw in
iy record, or one scandal of an§
kind connected with my administra.
tion that gives any meaning to this
cry of Tammany rule, a cry which
thousands of independent and Re-
publican citizens of my own state
treat with ridicule and contempt?

"The Republican party will leave
no stone unturned to defeat me., 1
have reduced their organization in
the state of New York to an empty
shell. At the present time $60,000,
000 of public lmprovements are in
progress {n my state.  1{ there was
anything wrong or ouf of the way
does it not strike you as men and
women of common sense, that the Re-
publican party in New %ork would
leave no stone unturned to bring it
to light,

“*The fact {s they have scarched
angd searched in vain for the slightest
vvidence of improper partisanship or
conduct. They found no such thing;
they could find no such thing; it did
not exist. And in thes face of this
Senator Owen and his kind have the
nerve and the effrontery not to charge
but merely to insinuate some evil
which they arc pleased to call Tam.
many rule, '

** One scandal connected with my ad-
ministration would do more to help out
the Republican National committee in
its campalgn against me than all the
millions of dollars now being spent
by them in malicious propaganda. Un-
fortunately for them they cannot find
it. because the truth §s it is not there.
1 challenge Senator Owen and all his
kind to point to a2 single flaw upon
which they can rest their case. But

MADE TARGETS

BY GOV. SMITH

Robert L. Owen, former senator
from Oklahoma, accused of intol-
erance. '

record on public education, ‘ His whole
attitude on education has been one
cf foresight and progress.’

“1 could tax your patience for the

rest of this evening with &imilar ex-.
pressions from men and women who
are the leaders of thought and af-
faire in the state of New York, inde-
pendents in politfcs, most of them
never afliliated with any political or-
ganization.
- Do. Senator Owen and the forces
behind him know more about my rec-
ord than these distinguished men and
wemen who have watched it and
studied 1t?

* But Senator Owen and his Xkind
are not sincere. They know that this
Tammany cry is an attempt to draga
red herring across the trail, I know
what lies behind all this and I shall
tell you. 1 specifically refer to the
quéstion of my religion.

“ Ordinarcily that word should never
be uted in a political campaign. The
necessity for using it is forced on me
by Senator Owen and his kind, and I
feel thlit at least once In this cam-
pafgn, I, .as the candidate of tho
Democratic party, owe it to the peo-
ple of this country to discuss frankly
and openly with them this attempt
of Senator Owen and tho forces be-
hind him to inject bigotry, hatred, in-
tolerance and Amerlcan sectgrian qdl-
vision into a campaign which should
be an intelligent debate of the impor-:
tant 1ssues which confront the Amer}-’
can people. ’

*“In New York T would not have to
discuss 1t. The people know me. But
in view of the vast amount of litera-
ture anonymously clrculated through-
out this country, the cost of which
must ruh into huge sums of money,

Mrs. Mabel! Willebrandt, assist-
ant attorney general, accused of
making sectarian plea for Hoover
to Ohio Methodist conference,

charitable and make (ull and due
ollowance for them. But this cam
jaign, so far advanced, discloses such
activity on their part as to constitute
in my opinion 4 menace—not alona to
thie party but to the country itself.

‘I would have no objection to any-
body finding fault with my publlie rec-
ord circularizing the whole United
States, provided he would tell the
truth. But no decent, right-minded.
upstanding American citizen can for
a moment countenance the shower of
1ying statements, with no basis in fact,
that have been reduced to printed mat-
ter and saent broadcast ihrough the
madls of this country.

Lie Widely Circulated.

*One lle widely circulated, particu-
Jarly through the southern part of the
country, is that during my governor-
ship 1 appointed practically nobody to
office but members of my own church.

“ What are thé facts on investiza-
tion? I find that in the cabinet of the
governor’sit 14 men. Three of the 14
are Catholics, ten Protestants, and one
is of Jewish raith. "In the varjous bu-
reaus and divisions of the cablnet oftl-
cers the governor appoints 26 people;
12 of them are Catholles and 14 of
them are Protestants. Various other
state officials making up boards and
commissions are appointed by the gov-
ernor, make u total of 157 appolnt-
ments, of which 35 were Cathoalics, 106
were Prolestants, 12 were Jewlsh, and
four I could not find out about,

*[ have appointed a large number
of judges of all our courts, a8 well as
a large number of county ofiicers, for
the purpose gfyfilling vacdnties. They
total in number. 177, of which 64 were
Catholics, 90 Were Protestants, 11 were

[thnt Wilsen started the war in 1917
land if Gov. Smith werc clected he
' would ktart another war.' »
“ As contemptible as anything could
[be is any urticle on the very front
'page of a publicgtion devoted to the
" doings of o church wherein the gospel
of Christ Is preached. T refer to the
Ashland Avenue Baptist, a publica-
‘' tion’ from Lexington, Kentucky, in
"which 2  bitter and cruel attack Is
made upon me personally and ls so
ridiculous that ordinarily no attentlon
should be paid to'it.

Assails Church Paper,

“ 1t speaks of my driving an auto-
nobile down Broadway at the rate
of .50 mtiles an hour and specifically
states I 'was driving the car myselt
witlle intoxicated. JEverybody: who
knows me knows full well T do not
know how (o drive an automobile; that
.1 never tried it. As for the rest of
.tho contemptible, lying stutement, it
iy us false as this part,

*On the inside of this paper the
anorning worship on the following Sun-
duy gives us the subject, ‘ What think
‘ve of Christ?’ The man or set of men
responsible for the publication of that
wicked libel, in my eopinfon, do not
believe in Christ. 1f they profess to,
they at least do not follow his teach-
ing. I1f I were in their place I would
be deeply concerned about what Christ
inight think of me.

“A similar personal slander against
me was dragged out into the open
about a week ago when a woman in
the southern part of the country read
what purported to be a letter from
a woman in my own state. Fortu.
nately, the names of both were ve.
cured. One of my friends interviewed
the woman in New York state and she
promptly denled having written such
a letter. The woman in the southern
part of the country refused to talk
about it and refused to produce the
letter. .

“I single out these few incldents as
typlcal of hundreds. I well know that
I am not the first public man who
has Dbeen made thd object of such
baseless slander. It waus poured forth
on Grover Cleveland and upon Theo-
dore Roosevelt as well as upon wysell,
but as to me, the wicked motive of
relizious intolerance has driven bigots
to attempt to inject the slanders into
a political campaign. I here anc¢

now drag them into the open and 1 )

denounce them as a treasonable al-

tack upon the very foundations of;

American lberty.
Scorns Political Expediency.

“1 have been told that politically
it might be expedient for me to re.
main sllent upon this subject, but so
far as 1 am concerned no political
expediency will keep me {rom speak-
ing out in an endeavor to destroy
these evil attacks.

“There is abundant reason for be.
\lieving that Republicans high in the

councils of the party have counte.|

nunced a large part of this form of
campaign If they have not actually
promoted it.” A sin of omission ls
sometimes as grievous as a sin of
commission.
official spokesmen, disclaim as much

WHISPERERS

of New Yori under me suggested to

jchurch that they do for me what
. Mrs. Willetrandt suggests be done
for Hoover?

' *“1t needs no words of mine to im.
‘Dress that upon your minds, It i un-
American, It is without the whole tra-
dition and history of thiy government,
and, to my way of thinking, is in it-
aelffumcicm to hold us up to' the
scorf of the thinking people of othe.
nations.

Unsigned Meanness,
"One of the things, if not the
i meanest thing, In the campaign is a
circular pretending to place some one
‘nf. my falth In the position of secking
1 votes for me because of my Catholi-
:c(sm. Like everything of its kind, of
course, It }s unsigned and it would he

They may, through impossible ta trace its authorship. 1t

;Teached me through & member of ths

4 gathering of the pastors of my .

:hru; become a part of the.sacred sris.
Jitge of our land.

“The conguitutional guaranty:ihap
there should bo no religious toe fop.
public oftice {¥ not & mere fort of
words, It represents the gretesg
iguarantee of llbertx that wis ver
‘glven any people. T atlack thosging
ipeek to undermine it, not onlyba..
cause J am a good Christlan butpe.
‘cause I am A good American pg
product of Amerlca and of Ameran
| institutions,  Everything I am, ng
~everything 1 hopo 10 be, 1 owryp
thoee Institutions. The ahuolute rag.
rattion of state and church |y par of
"the fundamental bakis of our sn.
,stltation, 1 belleve in that separaon
"and all that it fmplies. That blier
must be a part of the fundemplaj
| faith of every trus American,

Decide Electlon on 1ssuys,
* Jet the people of this coutliy de.

cide this election uponh the t and
|real issttes of the campalgn a)d upyy
Inothing else.

I w¥or instance, you have heard
'or read my Omaha specch famm

relief. Read the Democratic jlatform
on farm relief, compare my{ apeech
and that platform plank vwth e
'platform  plank of the Reublian
Iparty and the attitude of Mr.[Hoowr,
iso that you may decide for ydirselres
which of the two parties or the o
according to theif apolen
are best calcupited to
solve the problem that s preging tis
;people of this country for folutim,
;By a study of that you willbe cay.
serving the fnterest of thd cottin
‘growers of thly state and ppmothg
lits prosperity.

" Take ‘my attitude on thet’devclm-
jment of our natural water pwer e
sources. Take the Democrgic pht.
‘form on that subject. Conparg it
with the Republican platiorm ingd vith
Mr, Hoover’s attitude and neor¢ an
the same vubject, and fAnd Qb lrom
which of the two parties yo%c:n gey

d.

candidates,
declarations,

und to which of the two cadilates
[you can lJook forward with any de-
greo of hope for the develommert of.
‘these redources under the cortrol and
‘ownership of the people thenselves,
rathr than their alienatlen for pri
I'vate profit and for private gwn.

Compares Two Platforns,

“ Compars the Democratic hlatform
with the Republican platfom and
Hoover's attitude with minel on the
all-important question of flood control
and the conservation qf our land and
property in the valley of tho Missis
sippl. Then tlake the record tnd find
out from which party you get the
greatest comfort and hope fora deter-
‘mination of that questlon.

“Take the subject of the reorganl
zatlon of the government in the Inter-
est of cconomy and a greaicr ¢fk
diency. Coémpure the platformy, Come.
pare the speechés of acceptance and
be sure to look into the record of the
Republican fajlure {o carry out it§
promises along theso lines during th
last saven and one-hall years.

“I declare It to be {n the Interes
of the government, for its bettermen,

as they please responsibility for drag- Masonlc order, who in turn received it and for the bettermeont and welf:

glhg into a national campaign the queés-
tlon of religion, somsthing which, ac-
cording to our constitution, our history,
and our traditions, has no part in any
campaign for public office. %
*Glving them the beneflt of all
reasonable doubt, they at least remaln
silent on the exhibition that Mrs. Wille-
brandt made of herself( beforec the
Ohio conference of the Methodist
Episcopil church when she sald:
“‘There are 2,000 pastors here; yov
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in .the mall. 1t Is false in its every
ine. It was designed on its very face
"to  injure me* with members of
churches other than my own,

I here emphatically "declare that
I do not wish any member of my
falth In any part of the United States
to vote for moe on any religious
wrounds. 1 want them to vote for me
oply when in thelr hearts and con.
ndiences they become convinced that
my election will promote the best in-

of tho people, the duty of every clt)
zen to  study the plattorms
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tives and police in plain clothes have
Leen guarding him. In addition to
the religlous issue, which §s the fore-
moot Issue down here wity probibi-
tion next, there are desperate faction.
! rifts In the state Demnocracy,
These quarrels are so bltter that
Smith and his wife rode alene in the
aytomobile-  which  ecarried  them
through the streets from thelr train
to thg hotel ‘this morning. The Smith
partisang would nol agree that Gov,
[ Jduhuston  of Oklihoma should ride
with the nominee, Johnston wished
tn but the Smith partisans sald *‘that
in too much honor for a public oM.
vinl against whom we shall bring ar.

| TEXT OF SMITH SPEECH {

-

Tha text of Gov, Smith's speech ay

growth and become g model for the
nallons of the world under a system
of pu?ty government. It would be
<itleult to predict what might bo the
cvil consequences I that system were
changed, 1f it is to survive, cam-
valyns for the presidency must be
foght out on fssues really affecting

. the seelfure and well-belng and future

crowth of the country. In a presi-

" dentind epmpalgn there should be but

two consideratigng before the eclector-
ate: ‘The platform of the party, and
the abdinty of the candidate to make
it effective.

“In thiy campalgn an effort has
been made to distract the attention
of the electurate from theso two con-
siderations and to fasten it on mall-
ciots and un-Amerfcan propaganda,

"1 shall tonight discuss and de-
imunee that wlcked nttempt. I shall
:peak openly on the thipngs about
which people have been whispering to
YU,

Challenges Truth of Charges.
" A former senator {rom your own

i riute, a member of my own party,

} vords,

v

B AR

has deserted the party which honored
iim upon the pretense, as he states
it, that becgusg I am a member of
‘rammany Hall I am not entitled to
conr support for the high office to
v hich I have been nominated. Here
tanight 1 challenge both the truth and
the sincerity of  that pretense. 1
Lrand it as falsa in fact. 1 denoumnce
jt ay & subterfuge to cover treason to
e fundamentals of Jeffersonian
snocrey and of American liberty.

“What Mr. Owen personally thinks
{~ of no account In this campalgn.

: Ife has, however, raised an issue with

respect to my record with which 1
hall deal tonight without mincing
1 know what les behind this
retensa of Senator Owen and his
ind, and [ shall take that up later.
© What ho says, however, has been
~eized upon by the enemies of the
jrwmocratic party and the foes of
nrogressive - government. They - have
thus mude my record an {ssue in this
wnpatgn., [ do not hesitate to meet
2hnt waue. My record Is one of which
i am Justly proud and it neods no
Qefense. It is one upon which I am
atified {n asking your support, For
the present, let ys examine the record
sipon which has beaten the light of
uitiless publicity. for a quarter of a
century. I am willing to submit ft
ta you and to the people of this coun-
1ry with completa confidence,
. Began Career 25 Years Ago,
“Eweaty-fivo years ago 1 begun my,
) !

%
3

ticles of impeachment next winter.”'

wiven out by his headquarters here,
s inilows: .
** Our country has achieved its great .

interests of women and children ever
passed in the history of the state.” I
appointed the first commission on
child welfare while speaker of the as.
sembly, as far back as 1913.

‘1 had a large part in the enact-
ment of the workmen's compensation
law. and the rewriting of the factory
code which went as far as govern.
ment possibly could to promote the
welfare, the health and the comfort
of the workers in the Industrial estab-
lishments of our state.

1 have stood behind the depart.
ment of education with all the foree
and all the strength I could bring to
my command. 'The present commis.
sfoner of education {s a Republican,
Any one 1n OUKlahoma, or in any other
part of the United States, may write
(o Frank P. Graves, department’ of
edueation, Albany, N. Y,, and ask him
the blunt question:

“*YWhat governor of that state ren-
dered the greatest service to the cause
of public education?’ and I am con-
fident hie will write back a letter with
my name in it.

Figures Speak for Him.

“¥igures sometimes speak Iouder
than words, In 1919, my flrst year in
office, the state appropriated to the lo-
calities for the promotion of public
education $11,500,000. ILast year, for
the same public, I signed bills totaling
$86,000,000—an increase in appropria-
tions for public education of $74,500,.
000 during the period of my governor-
ship.

“1 have given of my time, my en-

ergy, and my labor without stint to .

placing the department of public
health upon the highest level of efii-
clency and usefulness, to bettering the
condftion of the unfortunate wards of
the state hospitals and institutlons, for
the poor, the sick, and the atlllcted;
and to the development, over the oppo-
sitlon of a hostile legislature, of a com-
prehensive, unified park system, have
ing in mind not only present require-
ments but the necds and wellare of the
generations to come.

“For ten years 1 battled against bit-
ter Republican opposition to retain for
the people of the state of New York
the control of their water power, their
greatest God-given resources, and have
prevented the allenation and preserved
them for our people and for our pos-
terity.

Sponsored Ballot Reform.

“I sponsored legislation +which
brought about reform of the ballot, the
passage of direct primary laws, and
provisfons against corrupt practices in
elections.

“The first blll for a bonus by the
state of New York to the world war
veterans was signed during my admin-
istration.

‘*“ Although a8 city man, I can say
to you withoui fear of contradiction,
that I did more for agriculture and
for its promotion in the state of New
York than any governor in recent his-
tory, Codperative marketing was en-
couraged, . New Impetus was given
to the construction of state highways
State ald was furnished to towns and
counties to bring the tarm nearer to
the city, and during my terms of of-

fice, there was appropriated in excess |

of $15,000,000 for tho eradicstion of
bovine tuberculosls,
Appolninrents Mada on Mordt.

“The business of the state of New
York was handled in a strictly busi-
ness way. The
place holders was cut down. Appoint-
wents and promotions svere made on

number of public '

they won't find it, they won't try to
find it, because I know what les be.
hind all this and I will tell you before
1 sit down tonight.

Takes Pride in His Record.

“1 confess I take a Just pride in
this regord. It represents years of
earnest libor, conscientious effort and
complete self-sacrifice to the public
good in someo endeavor to show my
appreciation and gratitude to the
people who have so signally honored
me.

“ Don’t you think that I am entitled
to ask the people of this country to
believe that I would carry into the
service of the nation this same devo-
tion and energy and sacrifice which
I have given In service to the state?

“Don’t you think that my party is

entitled to make this argument to the |

American people, because ft is not
only the record itself that speaks in
unmistakable language for me, it is
the expressed approval of the leading
fellow-citizens of my state, who have
never had the slightest affillation with
Tammany Hall, and many of whom
have been its political opponents.

* My election to the sgovernorship
four times has not been-accomplished
merely by . Democratlc votes, because
New York is a normally Republican
state. 1 have been clected by the
votes of the Democrats together with
the votes of tens of t' ousands of
partiotic, intelligent citizens of all
forms of political belief who have
" placed the wellare of the state above
party consideration.

Quotes Hughes Praise of Him,

i *Take the statement of a man who
has not supported me for the gover-
norship—Charles Fvans Hughes — a
statement not made for political pur-
pases, but in presenting me to the
Bar assoclation of New York City.
o described me ns one who repre-

sents to us the expert in government [

and 1 might say a master in the sci-
ence ot politics, - He said of me, 'The
title that he holds is the proudest
title that any Amerlcan can hold, be-
cause It Is a title to the esteem and
affection of his fellow citizens.'

*“ Nicholas Murray Butler, president
»of Columbia university in conferring
iupon me an honorary degree, stated
that 1 was alert, effective, public-spir-
fted and courageous, constantly speak-
ing the true voice of the people.!

"“The Very Rev. Howard C. Rodh
i bins, dean of the Episcopal Cathedral
of St. John the Divine, stated that I
had shown myself ‘a singularly well
balanced, capable and forecful execu-
tive." -

“ He added, ‘He has been independ-
ent and fearless. He has had tha
interest of all the people of the state
at heart and his sincerity and courage
have won for him nationwide recogni-

tion.’ . .
Reads Lansing’s Views,

‘ Robert Lansing, secretary of state
'under President Wilson, sald of me,
‘ His public career is convinging
proof that he possesses tha true spirit
of public service and is eminently
fitted to fill with distinction and ability
any office tor which he might be
ichosen amdld‘a!e.'

" Virginla G, Gildersleeve, dean of
'Barnard college, stated that I had
‘made an excellent - governor and
'shown a knowledge ©of state affairs

which very few of our governors have

ever possessed.’

“A group of distinguished educa-
tors, headed by Prof. John Dewey
'ef Columbia university, said of my

te

I owe it to my country and my purty
to bring it out into the open.

‘““There is a well founded belief that
the major portlen of this publication,
at least, is belng financed through po-
litical channels. A recent newspaper
account. in the city of New York told
the story of a woman who called at
the Republican national headquarters
in Washington sceking some liternture
to distribute. She made the request
that it be of a nature other than po-
litical. Those in charge of the Re-
publican publicity bureau provided the
'"lady with an automoblle and she was
driven to the office of a publication
‘notorjous throughout the country for
‘its senseless, stupid, foolish attacks
‘upon the Catholic church and upon
’Cntholk:s generally. :

Warns of Great Disaster,

“I can think of no greater disas-
Iter to this country than to have the
| voters of it divide upon religious lines.
,It is contrary to the spirit, not only
of the Declaration of Independence
but of the constitution itself,

* During all of our national Jife we
'have prided ourselves throughout the
world on the declaration of the fun.
damental American truth that all men
~are created equal,

*“Our forefathers in their wisdom,
! scelng the danger to the country of a
, division on rellgious lssues, wrote into
; the constitution ot the United States
- in no uncertain words the declaration
ithat no religlous test shall ever be ap-
plied for public office; and it is a sad
thing in 1928, in view of the countless
Diilons of dollars that we have poured
! ihto the cause of public education, to
!see some American citizeny proclaim-
" ng themselves 100 per cent American
and in the document that makes that
proclamation suggesting that I be de-
reated for the presidency because of
my religlious bellef.

“The grand dragon of the realm of
! Atkansas, writing to citizens of that
state, urged my defeat because I am a
Catholic and in the letter suggests to
\ the man, who happened to be a dele-
P gate to the Democratic convention.
; tnat by voting against me he was up-
holding American ideals and institu.
. tUouns as established by our forefathers,
! *“The grand dragon that thus ad.
Ivised a delegate to the natlonal con-
| vention to vote against the cause of
{my reiigion is 2 member of an order,
! Kknown as the Ku Kiux Klan, who
‘have the effrontery to refer to them-
selves-as 100 per cent Americans.

*“Yet totally ignarant of the his
“tory and tradition of this country and
‘Its Institutions and, in the name ot
Amerfcanism, they breathe into the
| ‘hearts and souls of their members
{ hatred of milions of their fellow coun.
‘irymen because of their religious be.
ler, . ;
I “Nothing could be so out of line,
'with the spirit-of America. Nothing
 could be so forelgh to the teachings.
of Jeflerson. Nothing conld be su’
contradictory of our whole history.,
Nothing could be so talse to the teach-;
ings of our divine Lord himself. Tre
world knows no greater mockery-than |
:the use of the blazing cross, the cross
~upon which Christ dled, as a a—ymbo)“
tc instill {nto ths hearts of man a|
hatred of thelr brethten, while Christ
preached and died for the love and
jbmtherhood of man

“1 tully appreciate that here and
there, {n a great country like ours,
there are to be found some jgnorant orl
misgulded people, and under ordinary |
circumstances, it might be wall to be

Jewish, and 12 of the officlals 1 was
unable to find out anything about so far
as. their religlon was concerned. This
is a completo answer to the false, mis-
leading, and, il I may be permitted the
use of the harsher word, lying state-
ments that have found thelr way
through a Jarge part of this country
in the form of printed matter,

*1f the American people arc will-
ing to sit silently by ahd see large
amounts of money secretly poured into
false and misleading propaganda for
political purposes, 1 repeat that I see
in this not only a danger to the party
but a danger to the country.

“To such depths has this Insidious
manner of campaign sunk that the
little children in our public schools
are being made the vehicles for the
carrying of false and misleading propa-
ganda. At Cedar Rapids, Ia., the pub-
lc printy tell us that a number of
schoolgirls asked their parents if it
were true that there would be an.
other war if Smith was elected. When
questioned by their parents ag to how
they came to ask such questions, one
of the girl said, "We were told at schoo]

have in your church more than 600,
000 members of the Methodist churck
in Ohio alone. That Js enough to
swing the election. The 600,000 have
friends in other states; write to them.”

“This {s an extract from a specch

made by her in favor of a resolution
offered to the effect that the confer-
ence go on record as being unalter-
ably opposed to the election of Gov.
Smith and to indorse the candidacy
of Herbert Hoover, the Republican
candidate, .

«* Mrs, Willebrandt holds a place of
prominence in thc Republican admin-
{stration fn Washington; she is an
assistant attorney general of the
United States. By sllence after such
a speech the only inference oneg can
draw Is that the admlinistration ap-
proves such political tactles, Mra,
Willebrandt is not an irresponsible
person. She was chairman of the com.

'mittee on credentials 'In the Repub-

lican national convention at Kansas
City. ’

‘“ What would the effect be upon
these samo people if a prominent of-
ficial of the government of the state

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

tAwesls of our country.

"' “By the same token, T cannot re

frain from saying that any person
who votes againgt me simply because
of my religlon {s_not to my way of
thinking a good cltlzen. .
For Rellgious Freedom. -

“Let me remind the Demuocrats of
this counily that we helong ta the
party of that Thomas Jefferson
whose proudest boast was that he
was the author of the Virginia statute
for religlous freedom. Let me remind
the cltizens of every political faith
that that statufe of religious freedom

the two partles, to study the record
of the candidates and to make h,
cholce for thoe President of the Unit
States solely on the ground of wh
best promotes the interest and wé-
fare of our great republic and all {5
citizens. )

*If the contest Is fought on thaes
flnes, as 1 shall Insist {t must bell
am confldent of the ouicome {n
vember."”




